
“When the F-35, G650 and Boeing 787 all took 
their maiden flights towards the end of 2009, it 
was brilliant to see so many of the components 
that I have worked on over the past five years 
finally take to the skies!”

Katherine Lomas
Advanced Stress Technologist for 
rotatives/fan systems, Rolls-Royce

My Sparkling Career



Katherine had an early fascination with lorries and 
diggers and her favourite toy was Lego. 

At school Katherine was she was good at maths, 
physics and technical drawing. Her design and 
technology teacher encouraged her to apply for an 
apprenticeship. She was offered places on three 
apprenticeship courses and chose to join Rolls-Royce 
Aerospace. She was one of two girls in an intake of 
around 50 apprentices, and loved it! Katherine has 
enjoyed being paid while she has been studying. 

After her apprenticeship she worked as a technician in 
the Drawing Office of the Civil Aerospace department. 
During this time she completed her HNC and 
embarked on a part-time BEng degree. 

She was the promoted to stress engineer when she was 
awarded her degree in 2004. She has continued studying 
to allow her to apply for Chartered Engineer status, and 
took an MSc course with the Bristol and West of England 
Consortium for Continuing Professional Development in 
Aerospace (CPDA).

“I find it particularly satisfying when my analysis 
and calculations accurately predict components’ 
behaviour.”
“This proves I’ve done a good job and it is 
always a relief to know that the components that 
I have worked on will perform reliably and safely 
in service.”

WES – founded in 1919 – today a multidisciplinary cross 
sector network of professionals working in engineering, 
technology and the allied sciences doing a variety of jobs.  
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Katherine Lomas is an advanced stress 
technologist for rotatives/fan systems with 
Rolls-Royce. She is currently working on stress 
analysis of the High Pressure Turbine Disc 
(HPTD). She is also a qualified pilot and recently 
cycled from the UK to Legoland in Denmark.




